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should be able to demonstrate to those 

at home, and a helpful recommendation 

that can enhance the value of time that 

you spend reading with your child.  

You will also find articles in this edi-

tion that tell of creative, interactive, 

and academic activities that are occur-

ring in other Related Arts classes as 

well as information from grade – level 

classrooms. Of course, for your child to 

reap all of the benefits that our school 

has to offer, it is important that they 

have great attendance.  As it is the sea-

son of coughs and sneezes, our School 

Nurse has included some tips on how 

to further promote your child’s good 

health so that they can attend school 

regularly. Mary F. Janvier Elementary 

School continues to be a vibrant place 

filled with the excitement of learning. 

Your involvement and support are ap-

preciated as we all continue to watch 

our children grow. 
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The cold months are quickly slipping by! I 

have always found February as a good time 

to look ahead.  Perhaps, this helps with the 

Winter doldrums as thoughts of Spring 

begin to swirl among the breezes that hint 

of the warmer days ahead. The school year is 

rapidly progressing and our children are learning 

so much!  It is amazing when one considers just 

how much a child develops from the time that 

they enter Mary F. Janvier Elementary as a Kin-

dergarten student to where they are during the 

late Winter of their 2nd grade year. Mental, phys-

ical and social growth occurs in leaps as children 

learn to read, write, apply math concepts, gain 

an understanding of their physical world, and 

acquire information regarding the maintenance 

of proper health.  Additionally, the children fur-

ther develop their social skills and forge rela-

tionships that may continue for many years.  

With this noted, it is important for parents to re-

member the importance of their relationship with 

their own children.  Whether it is spending time 

playing a game, eating together, reading a story, 

or completing a household project, the time that 

parents invest with their children will strengthen 

their relationship with their child.  As the years 

rapidly pass and the challenges of adolescence 

enter the home, it is the relationship that is de-

veloped now that will help both children and 

parents to overcome future obstacles.  Speaking 

of reading with your child, in this edition of the 

Janvier Journal you will find an article by our 

School Librarian that communicates books that 

are being used during grade – level instruction in 

the library, specific literacy skills that students 
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Computer Literacy 

“Snow Better Time To Read” In The Library 

The students have been having a wonder-
ful time reading about snow, and the cold 
winter months in the library.  Kindergar-
ten classes read the story “Lost In the 
Snow” by Linda Jennings.  First Grade 
students read the Caldecott Medal win-
ners “The Snowy Day” by Ezra Jack 
Keats and “Snowflake Bentley” by 
Jacqueline Briggs Martin.  Second Grade 
students have been busy reading “The 
Three Snow Bears” by Jan Brett and 
studying the Native American tribe, the 
Inuit.  We have created many snowy pic-

tures and stories of our own to 
share, and I hope you have en-
joyed seeing their writing, 
which comes home each 
week.  Please continue to rein-
force the basic parts of a book 
with the children as you read 
their library books with 
them.  Students should be able 
to locate the title, author, illus-
trator, spine, and call number, as 
well as determine whether their 
library book is non-fiction (real) 

or fiction (fake).  Also, take a 
moment at the end of every few 
pages to discuss the characters, 
setting and plot of the story with 
your child.  I am amazed at how 
much the children have already 
learned, and I look forward to 
seeing what they can accomplish 
in 2019! 

Our students are continuing to do a tre-
mendous job in the computer lab!  Our 
focus in Kindergarten continues to be 
on word processing.  Students have 
been using Microsoft Word to demon-
strate proper punctuation, spacing, and 
text formatting.  In First and Second 
Grade students have begun Lego Ro-
botics where they are building Lego 
models and using computer program-
ming to have the models complete vari-
ous tasks.  Keep up the great work 
boys and girls! 

 

 

All Janvier students are learning about 
the Element of Art, Value. During the 
unit, students in Kindergarten created 
blue penguins, pink hearts, and mono-
chromatic butterflies (pictured), while 
First Graders created Picasso guitars 
(pictured) and Wayne Thiebaud dough-
nuts.  Second Graders created pastel 
snowmen in the inspiration of 
"Snowmen at Night" by Caralyn 
Buehner (pictured), and a value-scale ice 
cream cone.     

  

Activities in the Art Room 
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 It is not a toy that fits in your pock-
et. It’s a tiny park in a big city. 
People that live in busy cities don’t 
have many large parks or play-
grounds nearby. They work togeth-
er to build tiny parks on empty lots 
in between buildings, on a corner 
of two roads, or even in place of an 
old parking spot right next to the 
road. Some students in First Grade 
read to find out about cities and 
ways that they are different from 
where we live here in Franklinville. 
They also read fiction stories about 
characters that live in cities. Final-

ly, after learning about pocket 
parks, they created their very own 
model of a pocket park. 

 

 

February is an exciting month in 
music class!  We are learning all 
about jazz music.  Our Kindergar-
ten classes are learning about Ella 
Fitzgerald and the song, "A Tisket 
A Tasket".  First Grade students 
are learning about Louis Arm-
strong and are listening to some of 
his earlier works "West End Blues" 
and "Potato Head Blues".  Our 
Second Graders are studying the 
song and reading the book, 
"Follow the Drinking 
Gourd".  Second Grade students 
will also be studying Scott Joplin's 
"The Entertainer" and "Maple Leaf 
Rag".  Our two new vocabulary 

words this month 
are improvisation and syncopation.  
Mrs. Lawless is having a lot of fun 
playing jazz chords on the piano 
while her students improvise their 
own melodies.  We are still celebrat-
ing our awesome piano which was 
donated by the Delsea Regional 

School District!  

All About Jazz in Music Class 

Notes From the Nurse’s Office 

This time of the year brings multiple 
illnesses to our student population.  
With that in mind, I thought I would 
recap on what I am seeing in the 
nurse’s office. We have had several 
cases of flu and strep, but not to the 
point that we have an epidemic. We 
also have the very common cold and 
some pink eye.  If your child is diag-
nosed with the flu, strep, or pink eye, I 
do track the data.  Please leave me a 
voicemail at extension 1103 so I can 
keep accurate numbers. If your child 
has a fever, please keep them home for 

24 hours after the fever has resolved, 
without the use of Tylenol or Motrin.  
Sending a child in on Tylenol or Mo-
trin only promotes more illness. I have 
spoken to every classroom about the 
importance of handwashing and keep-
ing their hands off the face.  This is the 
point of entry for almost everything I 
am seeing in my office. This is also a 
good time to reiterate that we need to 
have a good working phone number for 
parents and guardians.  If your number 
has changed, please call the office and 
update it.  Also, please remember to 

have a plan B: a plan for someone who 
can pick up your child in your ab-
sence. I am always available for ques-
tions, even if I don’t get to my phone. 
Please know that if you leave me a 
voicemail, I will get back to you by 
the end of the day.   
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In Mrs. Davis and Mrs. 
Burkhardt’s class, we are learn-
ing all about dental hygiene.  Our 
centers, read alouds, and activi-
ties are teeth- themed. For one of 
our activities, we sorted foods 
that are good for our teeth and 
foods that are not so good for our 
teeth. We also did an experiment 
to see how different liquids af-
fect our teeth. We took three 
eggs and put each egg in a differ-
ent liquid: soda, milk and water. 

Then we tried to brush the egg 
with toothpaste. We concluded 
that soda is not good for your 
teeth because it turned our egg 
brown. Always remember to 
brush your teeth and floss! 

 

First Grade Studies Penguins 

What’s Happening in Second Grade 

Did you know Penguins are great 
teammates?  It’s true, penguins 
must be able to work together to 
ensure their survival.  As part of 
our Informational Writing unit, 1st 
Grade has been learning all about 
Penguins! Students have been 
comparing and contrasting the dif-
ferent types of penguins, their hab-
itats, food, and life cycle. With  all 
of these fun facts and information, 
students have been working to 
learn how to put together an infor-
mational book that include nonfic-
tion text features such as headings, 
content page, diagrams, and glos-

saries.  In addition, students had 
the opportunity to test out their 
penguin skills by working in pairs 
trying to walk and transfer their 
“potato egg” to their partner with-
out using their hands.  It was a 
FUN challenge!

 

In Second Grade, ELA students 
are working on “How to” Informa-
tional Writing pieces. The children 
will introduce topics, give steps in 
order, conclude with a strong clos-
ing sentence, and add detail sen-
tences. Students will also adhere to 
writing mechanics using capitals 
and punctuation marks.  Also, Stu-
dents will continue to study non-
fiction texts. We will be taking a 
closer look at the many text fea-
tures in nonfiction texts. We will 
learn that good nonfiction readers 

use many reading strategies to 
seek understanding of the texts 
they read.  These strategies in-
clude: 
 
 Ask and Answer Questions 
 Identify the Main Topic 
 Identify the Main Purpose of a 

Text 

 


